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MODULE PLANNING FRAMEWORK

	THEME:  Education and Learning

	Module: Children and School – Parent Involvement

	Skills
	Listening

CLB 5
	Speaking

CLB 5
	Reading

CLB 5
	Writing

CLB 5

	Real World Task Goal
	Understand information about the child's progress:  personal strengths, options, ideas and concerns in the context of a parent-teacher interview

	Attend a parent-teacher interview to share information and ask about your child
	Read information put out by the school:  schedules, memos, agendas, booklets, statutory holidays, calendar events, permission forms, supply lists

	Write observations regarding the child’s portfolio:  quality of work, results of group work, contribution in group work, neatness, presentation, accuracy
Write positive comments in the context of a confidential note to the child

	Context Information Focus
	Extremely important for parents to attend interviews with knowledge about how the child is feeling about school
Use small talk at the beginning of an interview
A handshake is appropriate at the beginning and end
Use eye contact during the interview
Recognize and respond to situation variables like register/degree of formality
Respond with appropriate body language during face-to-face encounter: nodding, smiling, pointing
Teachers generally try to focus of the positive aspects of the student (positive comments are preferred to negative criticism) 
	It is very important to include your child in the parent/teacher interview process; includes knowing your child’s feelings and concerns about school
Take the child along to be included in the interview
Allow the child’s opinion to be expressed before agreeing or disagreeing
What generally happens in a parent-teacher interview:

- Find out about your child’s progress in school and teacher shares any concerns or problems

- Talk about your child at home, share any concerns or problems with the teacher and explain some of the important cultural beliefs/practices the school needs to know.

- Children may be called upon to interpret school information this may affect interfamily relationships and place pressure on the child
- Teacher and parent discuss how together they can help the child with his/her problems
Recognize register/degree of formality
	Understand the parent's responsibility and the required response
Important to ask child about or check backpack for school information intended for parents/guardians
The information about a field trip is on the top part of a page; below the perforated line (dotted line) is the permission slip that needs to be signed by the parent/guardian, cut off and returned with any money needed.   

Field trip information and permission slips have a standard format.

School insurance is optional but if parents/guardians would like to buy a year policy; information needs to be carefully read and forms completed
Monthly newsletters are general information about school activities
Teachers send classroom information regarding activities, expectations, projects, and future field trips

	Student-led interviews are usually conducted at the primary and junior high level
Portfolios are often kept of a child’s work in various subjects to indicate progress

Confidentiality is important between a teacher and a parent regarding a child’s school work
Comments often have to be written by the caregiver about the portfolio – positive feedback is written to the child

It’s okay to ask to write the positive comments of your child’s portfolio at home rather than at school following a student lead interview


	CLB Competency/ies
	I.  Social interaction  

· Identify factual details and inferred meanings in dialogues containing compliments,…;discussion of interests, likes/dislikes and preferences
· Identify situation and relationship between speakers
III. Suasion  
· Demonstrate comprehension of factual details and some inferred meanings in simple advice and suggestions

	I.  Social interaction  

· Respond to small talk comments
· Express and respond to compliments 
· Express and respond to congratulations
· Indicate non-comprehension
· Take turns
IV. Information

· Ask for … information related to routine daily activities (e.g., personal, family, [school]
· participate in a small group discussion
· express necessity, worry, or concern
	I.  Social interaction texts
· Identify factual details and inferred meanings in moderately complex notes, e-mail messages and letters (personal and public)

II. Instructions
· Understand/follow moderately complex everyday texts


	I.  Social interaction

· Convey personal message…in a short note expressing…feelings [positive feedback]

IV. Presenting information and ideas

· Write a paragraph…to explain reasons. 

	Genre
	Interview
	Interview
	School information
	Note making

	Text structures/Features
	
	
	
	

	Language Focus
(Possible examples given in italics)
	Vocabulary
Antonyms:                        shy/outgoing;                                                    happy/unhappy                                 serious/fun

Information questions:    Wh-questions

Sentence adjunct            So,...; Then,…

Past present, and future verb tenses

Modals:                         have to + infinitive 

Frequency adverbs:  sometimes, always, never, at times

Modals: You should/could try                                    you might want to...       Why don't you...?/How about...?
	Vocabulary related to parent/teacher interviews

Wh-questions

Asking for advice:  How can I help my child…

What can I do to help my child with his math?

When to interject:  Excuse me, did you say …?

Using subordinate clauses:  I appreciate all the information about my child that you’ve given me today.

 Recognize genre of compliment/gratitude exchange:  Thank you for all your support.


	Vocabulary related to school

Recognize and understand clear printed materials and function of format

Understand the use of bullets in point form

Understand ‘/’ means or

Newsletter format in columns with boldface headings

Imperatives:  Make sure your child…   Help your child…    Be careful that…
	Vocabulary  for making positive comments

Grammar:  present/past/future tenses

Sentence structure: simple and compound sentences:  

Your math work is very neat./I like how you checked your spelling in your writing and used correct punctuation./I know you will continue to check your work.

	Language and Learning Strategies
	Listen for reductions of prepositions, articles, and pronouns
Use comprehension checks:  Do you understand me?

Indicate communications problems verbally:  Sorry, what did you say?  Could you repeat that?
	Bring a translator if necessary to the parent/teacher interview

Ask for clarification


	Recognize and become familiar with formats of printed material from school:  bold headings, titles, categories etc
Scan to find information 

Reread for clarification

Use headings to locate information


	Write several drafts at home before giving it to the child
Use a bilingual dictionary
Refer to the vocabulary cards


	Essential Skill Focus 

· ES-focused instructional activities
	Oral Communication, Reading, Writing

	· 
	

	Teaching Resources & Materials
	Information gap cards


	Flip chart and marker to write questions developed during brainstorming
	School communication
	Index cards for vocabulary

Teacher-made template

	Outcome Assessment Task
	Information gap exercise to develop vocabulary and questions for a parent-teacher interview:   
Each student has a card with a list of antonyms re: student strengths, weaknesses, or characteristics.  One of the antonyms in each pair is highlighted. Each partner develops questions to learn about the student’s characteristics, progress etc., using the antonym list as a basis

Characteristics

shy/outgoing

messy/neat

early/late

focused/distracted

respectful/rude

participates in/doesn’t participate in
Characteristics

shy/outgoing

messy/neat

early/late

focused/distracted

respectful/rude
participates in/doesn’t participate in
	Brainstorm in class to develop a set of questions to ask your child prior to a parent-teacher interview.  Ask these questions to your child at home 

Report/discuss the children’s answers in small groups in class
Develop a set of questions to ask the teacher, based on the child's answers

	Bring a letter from the child's school to read and discuss in the class:  the purpose, information given, requests and suggestions made
	Brainstorm to develop a set of vocabulary cards with an emphasis on words needed for positive feedback
Use a teacher-made template to make positive comments on a child’s work/portfolio
Ss fill in the blanks on the template using the vocabulary cards





