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MODULE PLANNING FRAMEWORK
	THEME:  Culture and Citizenship

	Module: The Electoral Process in Canada

	Skills
	Listening

CLB 8
	Speaking

CLB 8
	Reading

CLB 8
	Writing

CLB 8

	Real World Task Goal
	Understand candidates’ perspective and policies from a televised debate
	Ask a series of questions to a candidate running for office on topics that have been researched previously, dealing with issues in the voters’ ridings
	Scan campaign literature as to how the candidates address issues
	Email a candidate to raise a concern about a personal or community issue

	Context Information Focus
	Awareness of the Canadian electoral process

Political parties and platforms

Recognize the norms of open debate:                        criticism, “bashing”, interrupting

Non-verbal communication:  gestures, silences, eye movements                          

Recognize that the degree of formality in debates differs from other types of discourse interactions
Interpretive summary:   “Mr/Ms X said … . I say…”
	Canadian political parties and policies

Campaigning:         Soliciting votes and party memberships door to-door, by phone, social functions (BBQ’s, picnics, fundraisers)

Use of polls in an election

Role of volunteers

Awareness that campaign promises made in response to an immediate situation before the election may not be fulfilled

Issues in the election
	Recognize party logos and colours

Photographic clichés:  kissing babies, wearing funny hats

Limits to criticizing opponents
	Cross-cultural awareness:  culturally-distinct factors in Canadian politics, e.g. criticizing government officials and policies; candidates are approachable and welcome questions and comments from constituents

	CLB Competency/ies
	I Social interaction

· Identify stated and unspecified details about mood, attitude, situation and formality in discourse…
III Suasion

· Identify stated and unspecified meanings in … suggestions and recommendations
· Evaluate the validity of a suggestion or proposed solution
IV Information

· Identify main idea (which is not explicitly stated), organization and specific details in extended oral presentations
· Identify facts, opinions and attitudes in [talks] about abstract and complex ideas on a familiar topic


	I Social interaction   

· Introduce a … guest speaker …
· Check comprehension
III Suasion

· Indicate problems and solutions in a familiar area
· Propose/recommend that certain changes be made in a familiar area
IV Information                  
· Ask for and/or provide detailed information related to [an issue]
· Discuss options
· Express and analyze opinions and feelings
· Express doubts and concerns’ oppose or support a stand or a proposed solution


	Social interaction texts

· Obtain factual details and inferred meanings in moderately complex [texts] containing general opinions and assessments of situations,…
Informational texts

· Demonstrate comprehension of factual details and inferred meanings in an extended …report.  Draw conclusions
· Access and locate several pieces of information in online electronic reference sources


	Business/service messages

· Convey business messages  as [email]… to indicate a problem, request a change, or to request information
Presenting information and ideas

· Write 3-4 paragraphs to express …opinions on a familiar abstract topic…

	Genre
	Campaign speeches, debates
	Interaction
	Persuasive literature
	Formal email

	Text structure/Features
	
	
	Identify purpose and function of the writing style, charts, photos

Recognize format/layout of brochures and flyers:     recognize headings by contrasting font or colour                  

Identify bias in political handouts
	Although informal discourse in emails is a norm, there is a need for more conventional writing skills in formal email writing

Text message formats and spelling differ from email format; subject area is brief, uses ellipsis; shortened phrases are acceptable, mixed tenses are common; short, simple sentences and phrases are joined with conjunctions (and, but, so)  

Informal emails are rarely prewritten and edited, quickly proofread; grammar and spelling errors often present and tolerated; non-standard punctuation is common; information is condensed

Purpose of email 

Relationship between writer and person to whom S is writing and the effect on style and word choices: age, status and authority

Tone and register in greetings: polite tone in this type of discourse



	Language Focus
(Possible examples given in italics)
	Vocabulary
Understand and use content words related to topic:

Nouns:                                 Grits, lefties, right of centre, left of centre, platform, motherhood statement, candidate, riding, constituent, voter, election, campaign, party, issues, key points, overview

Verbs:                                   elect, vote for, campaign for, criticize                              

Present simple and continuous tenses relative to opinions                       What you seem to be saying is…; What I’m hearing you say is…

Future tense: I will make sure that I…

Conditionals                        What I’d like to leave you with is…;  What if…?; If you elect me, I will... 

Adverbs:                              Finally/Last/Now   

Adjective clauses:                The way (that) I see it is…; Our opinion is that…; So, what I’m saying is…

Prepositional phrases:
In conclusion/In the final analysis/On this point/In my opinion

Correlation: Both…and…
Idioms: to make a point; on the other hand; to beg the question; to be off topic

Forms of comparing and equating: That’s a/n … perspective.  My take on it is…

Cause and effect

Condition and result

Interpretive summary: “Mr. X said… What I say is…”

Vague language (use of words to limit commitment):

Modals (may, might, could, etc.), somewhat, around, etc.

Hedges:

basically, probably, somewhat, possibly, perhaps, normally, actually slightly. 

Portmanteau words:
Harpernomics
	Vocabulary
Understand and use content words related to the topic: concerns, promises, key points, issues, town hall, riding, campaign, incumbent, constituents, perspective,. the will of the people

Fixed phrases:

In my opinion/As far as I’m concerned/I’m of the opinion that…

Idioms:

to make a point; not to put too fine a point on it; to beg the question; to be off topic/ off the rails

Collocation: Make sure that…

I will make sure that…          The government is going to…                   

Grammar
Verbs:  
SEEM + continuous infinitive to describe an objective fact or impression
What the Liberals seem to be saying is…                             
Adjectives:                          concerned/negligent

Adverbial phrases:
in conclusion/lastly/in the final analysis     

Participial phrases:              speaking for the party/for the people of Canada  

Participles:                           the working person/poor/class                 

Filler subjects:
It’s an interesting viewpoint; There are statistics…

Reported speech:                 My worthy opponent says…                                 Statistics Canada reports…

Pronunciation:
stress on key words, negative adverbs;

intonation patterns in complex sentences
Requests for clarification and repetition:

Are you saying that…?/Could you repeat that last sentence, please?

Verbal expressions of misunderstanding:
I’m sorry, I’m not sure what you’re saying.  Do you mean…
	Vocabulary
Understand connotations and inferences from vocabulary and context

Identify words used to establish tone or to sway:   slacker, rash, inept

Vocabulary related to this literature:                            broadsheet, flyer, brochure, lawn sign, billboard                              issue, belief, party platform, honour, propaganda                       swing ridings                                       
Infer emotional context of political bias from text and photos

Use of captions under photos, graphs, charts: Figure 1/Fig. 1

Identify cause and effect in campaign promises


	Degree of formality or familiarity:  title, last name?  first name?
Spell name of candidate correctly 
Organize and present text in correct, easy to follow language

Reproduce key information and details clearly and accurately

Recognize importance of format and sequence of information

Know email conventions: 

Grammar

Modals: you should/you could try/you might be able to…  I would appreciate/be grateful if you would…/Could you please…

Verb tenses:                      Present continuous             I am writing to express…/I’m hoping that you can help…                   

Linking devices:                 however, therefore, as a result, so, if



	Language and Learning Strategies
	Recognize time-gaining strategies: rephrasing, hesitating

Recognize circumlocutions

Gambits:  accusations, defensiveness, backtracking, restructuring
Recognize facial gestures and body language
	Distinguish fact from fiction in political debate

Topic avoidance                   I really can’t address that right now               

Hesitations                           Well, actually…/Umm, yes, I guess you could say that…                                   

Self-initiated repair:              What I want/am trying to say is…/Sorry, I meant that…

	Scan and skim to find information

Predict what information is likely to follow next

Predict /guess meaning of new words from context 

Use unilingual dictionary for vocabulary building accuracy and precision

Use strategies to deal with ambiguity
	Brainstorm for points the students wish to cover

Write a rough draft of intended email

Brainstorm for points Ss wish to cover

Word processing:  write rough drafts of intended email to cut and paste into final product

Strategies to indicate respect:  more words, longer sentences

Reread and edit before sending

Decide on subject line

Read out loud to “hear” message clearly; revise where needed for clarity and 

	Essential Skill Focus 
· ES-focused instructional activities
	Oral Communication, Thinking skills – Critical thinking, Group work, Reading, Thinking skills – Critical thinking, Computer use, Writing, Thinking skills – Critical thinking

	· 
	Thinking Skills – Examine cultural differences in determining what constitutes authority.  Have students discuss the role of authority in persuasive text.  (Introduce rhetorical appeals ethos/ethics, pathos/emotion and logos/logic, and how they may be reflected in political literature. Use those concepts to examine and discuss political statements, brochures, etc. critically. 
Practise recognizing appropriate tone and register in making requests or giving opinions:

Give pairs of Ss tone-strips.  Order the strips from most informal/direct to most formal/indirect 

Tone strips, e.g.: Send me an answer ASAP./ I’d appreciate your reply as soon as possible./ May I ask you to send your reply as soon as possible?/ If you would kindly reply at your earliest convenience, I would appreciate it

	Teaching Resources & Materials
	Tape clips

Worksheet
	Samples of campaign literature for reference and research
	Campaign literature:  hard copies and online sources

Question sheets
	Campaign brochures and literature for reference

T-made tone strips

	Outcome Assessment Task
	Have students listen to a clip of a moderator’s introduction to some candidates and their parties

Listen to one question and the response from each leader and answer a set of questions on the content and inferred meanings

	Divide the class into groups to represent imaginary political parties

Give the party a name

Develop a platform and a set of promises to present to the class

	Each student chooses campaign literature from one of the candidates

Look for information about:  the party/the candidate/the issues/the promises.  In a small group, summarize the information and compare candidates
	Present a variety of scenarios to Ss (problems, issues to be addressed by the candidate) and ask which tone is most appropriate for each

From the given scenarios, choose a subject for an email, and have different groups of Ss write mock emails for various audiences/purposes/more or less important requests
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